[image: image1.jpg]



REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
REMARKS
BY

HIS EXCELLENCY
MR. MOKGWEETSI E. K. MASISI

PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BOTSWANA
 AT THE
 OFFICIAL OPENING
 OF THE
 KANYE MAGISTRATE COURT
FRIDAY, 25TH MAY 2018
· 
Director of Ceremonies;

· 
Your Lordship the Chief Justice, Mr. 
Terence Rannowane;

· 
The Minister of Defence, Justice and 
Security, Honourable Shaw Kgathi;
· 
The Minister of Agricultural Development 
and Food Security and Member of Parliament 
for Kanye North, Hon. Patrick Ralotsia;

· 
The Minister of Infrastructure and Housing 
Development Hon. Dr. Unity Dow;

·  
Member of Parliament for Kanye South,Hon 
Abraham Kesupile;

· 
Judge President of the Court of Appeal, Hon. 
Justice Ian Kirby;
· 
Kgosi 
Kgolo 
ya  Bangwaketse, Kgosi 
Malope Gaseitsiwe, yo gape e leng Mothusa 
Modulalasitilo wa Ntlo ya Dikgosi;

· 
Hon Justices of the Court  Appeal;
· 
The Attorney General, Advocate Abraham 
Keetshabe;

· 
Honourable Judges here present;
· 
The Chairman of the Southern District 
Council Hon, Alec Seametso;

· 
Sub Council Chairman Kanye Administrative 
Authority , Hon. Tlhomamo Dibeela;
· 
The Permanent Secretary, Ministry of 
Defence, Justice and Security, Ms. 
Segakweng Tsiane;
· 
Senior Government Officials;

· 
Distinguished Guests;

· 
Members of the Media;
· 
Ladies and Gentlemen; 
A good morning to all of you.
1. 
It is an honour and pleasure to be here to perform the official opening of this state of the art Magistrate Court, a facility whose doors will open to our people and provide them with the much needed services of justice.
2. 
Allow me to preface my address by congratulating the Chief Justice Mr. Terence Rannowane on his appointment and assumption of duty on 1st May 2018.
3. 
In the same vein, I would like to extend my profound gratitude to his predecessor Mr. Maruping 
Dibotelo for his visionary leadership and dedicated service to this nation spanning many decades. We extend good wishes to him in his well-deserved retirement. 
4. 
The Kanye Magistrate Court is one of the facilities that have been completed as part of Government’s efforts to improve access to services of the Administration of Justice.
5. 
In this regard, I call upon all employees and users of this facility to make a deliberate choice to do things right in order to establish this Magistrate Court and all other facilities as centres of commendable service to the communities that they serve.
Distinguished Guests, 
6. 
We are gathered this morning on these magnificent premises, which have significantly altered the landscape and ambience of Kanye by adding to the array of other modern structures that are slowly but surely cropping up in your environs. 
7. 
The beauty and stature of this facility are in keeping with the Administration of Justice’s vision of “Achieving a World Class Judiciary”.  The premises, besides being centrally located and easily accessible to the public, are also user friendly.
8. 
I am informed that for many years Kanye Magistrate Court operated from a building next to Prisons and later on moved to other rented premises.  At the time, the court with its Resident Magistrate did not only serve the populace of Kanye and surrounding areas, but also extended services to  other places such as Jwaneng, Ghanzi and Tsabong which did not have permanent courts nor a Magistrate Court to hear cases.
9. 
As you are aware, Kanye has tremendously transformed over the years in terms of both population and economic growth. This in turn has brought with it increased and concomitant demand for diverse services of the court.

10. The Magisterial staff complement has increased, thus necessitating corresponding infrastructural development, since the rented premises which were being shared with other Departments, could not cope with the workload.  It goes without saying that this had a direct negative impact on service delivery.
11. As it was explained by the Chief Justice in his welcome remarks, the construction of this court and staff houses could not have come at a better time as the Administration of Justice in recent years has expanded and developed its services to the people of Kanye by introducing more specialised services in the form of special Stock Theft and special Traffic Courts.


    Director of Ceremonies,
12. The construction of this facility is evidence of Government’s commitment to enhancing access to justice by taking services closer to the people.

Director of Ceremonies,
13. I did mention in my Inauguration Address that Botswana prides itself in upholding the rule of law, good governance and respect for human rights, and will continue to do so. This is underpinned by the fact that our democratic tradition as a Republic is founded on the constitutional separation of powers between the Executive, the Judiciary and the Legislature. 

14. The opening of this court facility is therefore, a clear testimony of Government’s commitment to infrastructural development and a concerted move towards the attainment of a 21st century Judiciary which is responsive to the aspirations and the needs of our citizens and residents.

15. I challenge the Magistrates and their staff to re-double their efforts to efficiently and effectively use these facilities promptly when dealing with cases, without delays in pronouncing legal decisions.
16. Justice must be delivered in good time and people must not be inordinately kept in Remand Prison longer than necessary.

17. The issue of backlog of cases, especially criminal cases at the Magistrate Courts, must be dealt with head on by the Judiciary in collaboration with its key Stakeholders.  As the old adage counsels us,:
“Justice is sweetest when freshest and 


Justice delayed is justice denied”

Director of Ceremonies,
18. My Government is committed to the Rule of Law, Good Governance and Respect for Human Rights which are the bedrock of our Constitution.  I also acknowledge the fact that respect for the Constitution is an indispensable hallmark of good governance in any democracy.
Your Lordship the Chief Justice, 
19. We are fully aware of the constraints that negatively affect your operations such as limited financial, human and material resources.  In this respect, let me assure you of my Government’s unwavering commitment in facilitating the realisation of your vision and project implementation resources permitting.
20. As Government, we shall at various fora and platforms, 
continue to interact and engage with the Judiciary and its key 
stakeholder to capacitate you to a level where you can meaningfully and effectively render your services to the public.
21. Furthermore, we appreciate the role of the Courts and recognise the fact that business draws its confidence from the courts, which are increasingly accessible to the wider populace throughout the country.  
22. I wish to thank every Government Department and all other stakeholders who contributed, in one way or another, to ensure that this facility rises above the ground and stands ready for use.
23. I, therefore, wish to take this opportunity to applaud the leadership and the community of Kanye for their patience and perseverance which, in the end, has paid its reward.  
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
24. In concluding, allow me to take this opportunity to urge the users of this facility to take care of it, its furniture and the staff houses, so that their longevity and good state of repair are retained.  
25. With these few remarks, it is now my singular honour and privilege to declare the Kanye Magistrate Court officially opened.
26. I thank you for your attention.

   PULA!
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